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Tips for Using Student Names in Large Classes

Learning students’ names is a powerful and simple way to promote belonging, build
relationships, and foster motivation in the classroom. While it is easier to learn names in
smaller classes, it often feels daunting as class sizes grow. Yet even in large courses, using
students’ names can make a meaningful difference and diminish feelings of anonymity. This
guide offers tips for incorporating the use of students’ names in your large classes.

e Start Small: Start learning names for a smaller subset of students. You can group your
learning by rows, tables, or sections in the room. Try to learn a small percentage of the
class first (15%) and practice the names by using them as often as possible.

e Use Name Tents: Name tents can allow you and other students to readily see and use
names during class. You can make these ahead of the first day or ask students to make
(and decorate) their own name tent on folded card stock. The name tents can be picked
up at the start of class or students can be responsible for bringing it to every class.

e Ask for Names: When students speak in class, ask them to share their name with the
class. You can then use their name when following up on their ideas or asking other
students to respond to “Janet’s idea”.

e Encourage Students to Learn Each Other’s Names: Have students do introductions
and reminders of names throughout the semester. You can have them complete
activities to learn names or pair up with a student they do not know and introduce
themselves before working on an assignment.

e Use Notecards: You can use notecards with everyone’s name on them to call on
specific students to answer a question. This not only helps you call students by name
but also ensures that the same few students are not answering every prompt.
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For more information or to discuss how you might incorporate these ideas into your
courses, contact the Reinert Center by email at ctti@slu.edu.
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