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Alumni and Friends: 

We hope this newsletter finds you and your family 

safe.  This spring has brought unprecedented challenges and 

changes to our world, particularly to our medical system.  At 

SLUH we came together and prepared for the worse.  After 

a bump we have now returned nearly to normal volumes 

and schedules.  We remain vigilant for the future. 
 

During this same time we are making our much anticipated 

moves to our new facilities.  We have already made the 

move from Desloge Tower to the new SLUCare Acadmic 

Pavilion.  Moves to the new SLU Hospital and the Center 

for Specialized Medicine will occur as 

planned at the end of August.  We 

look forward to scheduling an event  

(post-COVID) to show off our “new 

digs!”  In the meantime, please enjoy 

the update of all the great things our 

residents, faculty and staff are doing. 

Best, 

Jastin 

Click here for a slideshow of more pictures  

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1264/17/form.aspx?sid=1264&gid=1&pgid=364&cid=924
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EBFBL2w1TXI
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Program Director 
 

Dr. Joseph Brunworth is our new Program Director. 
 

Thank you Dr. Brunworth for your continued dedication to our residents 
as well as to the department. 

SLUCOR 

Congratulations to Dr. Jennifer Brinkmeier on being named to the  
inaugural cohort of the Clinical Research Scholars Program offered by 

the Saint Louis University Center for Health Outcomes Research 
(SLUCOR).  Scholars were chosen based on their potential for research 

scholarship and external funding.  Additionally, she will have the  
opportunity to work with clinical research mentors, receive assistance 

developing a research agenda and timeline of activities, access to  
SLUCOR data resources, and access to analytic support for her work.   

Director of Clinical Research 
Congratulations to Dr. Greg Ward for taking on the role of Director of  

Clinical Research for the Department of Otolaryngology. 
Dr. Ward brings excellent ideas and energy to this role and we know that 

he will do an excellent job! 
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Alpha Omega Alpha 
Congratulations to Dr. Malia Gresham! Based on her outstanding  

commitment to teaching medical students, in addition to her academic  
performance, leadership, professionalism, and commitment to service 

and research, she has been elected into the Saint Louis University  
chapter of Alpha Omega Alpha! 

Board Certification 
A big congratulations to our speech pathologist, Michelle Payne, for  

obtaining her board certification in swallowing and swallowing disorders.  
 

Promotion 
Congratulations to Chairman, Dr. Jastin Antisdel  

for his promotion to Professor. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Hello and Goodbye 

July 2020                        PAGE  4 

Welcome our 2 newest Residents  
 

 Joshua completed his medical school at McGovern Medical School at the University of Texas Health Science  
Center at Houston. 

 
Alizabeth completed her medical school at The University of Washington School of Medicine.   

Joshua Smith, MD Alizabeth Weber, MD 

Position in Private Practice 
 

Congratulations to Dr. Samkon Gado. He has accepted a position in 
Lynchburg, Virginia at Blue Ridge Ear, Nose and Throat. 

Fellowship Match 
Congratulations to Dr. Matthew Gropler on successfully matching at  

Children’s Hospital of Colorado in Denver for his Pediatric Otolaryngology 
Fellowship. He will be mentored by Patricia Yoon, M.D. 
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Philanthropy: Your Donations Funded 

Special Thanks to: 
Mark Hamilton, Gary Flom, Martin Willman, Thomas Brennan, Thomas Donovan, 

Eric Ro and Alexander Donath. 
Your generous donations gave many opportunities like... 

Yusuf Agamawi, PGY3, to 
attend SENTAC in  

San Diego 

2 Residents to attend  
Academy in New Orleans 

Joe Sinnwell, PGY2, to  
attend ASPO in Vail 

Haley Bray & Zach  
Farhood, PGY4s, to attend 

AAFPRS in  San Diego 

Malia Gresham, PGY3, 
to attend the Fall Voice 

Conference in Dallas 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

July 2020                        PAGE  6 

Courses 

Techniques in Endoscopic  
Sinus Surgery PASE Course 

Dr. Brunworth’s hands on cadaver workshop 
teaches sinonasal anatomy and radiology, FESS 

basics, how to diagnose and treat chronic  
sinusitis, complications and management of 
CSF leaks, hands-on lab sessions for surgical 

anatomy, standard approaches and advanced 
techniques.  

Next course is August 

Midwest Otolaryngology  
Simulation Training  (MOST) 

 
Dr. Jennifer Brinkmeier’s Sim course teaches 

local and regional PGY2s how to  
build-a-bronch, manage epistaxis, perform  
fiberoptic nasal intubation, design bi-lobed 

and rhomboid local flaps, place myringotomy 
tubes, and practiced surgical airways on pig 

larynges.  
Next course is July 11, 2020 
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 Pannu JS, Farhood Z, Brinkmeier J, Costa DJ. Cervical Lung Herniation Presenting as a Pediatric Neck Mass: Case Report 
and Literature Review International Journal of Pediatric Otorhinolaryngology. Int J Pediatr Otorhinolaryngol. 2019 Jul 
3;125:113-115. 

 Osazuwa-Peters N, Christopher KM, Cass LM, Massa ST, Hussaini AS, Behera A, Walker RJ, Varvares MA. What's Love Got 
to do with it? Marital status and survival of head and neck cancer. Eur J Cancer Care (Engl). 2019 Jul;28(4):e13022. 

 Desai PB, Bukatko AR, Simpson MC, Adjei Boakye E, Greenberg JW, Ward GM, Walker RJ, Antisdel JL, Osazuwa-Peters N. 
Impact of comorbidities and nonclinical factors associated with sinonasal cancer all-cause mortality in the United 
States. Cancer Res July 1 2019 79 (13 Supplement) 4190-4190. 

 Adjei Boakye E, Buchanan P, Hinyard L, Osazuwa-Peters N, Simpson MC, Schootman M, Piccirillo JF. Trends in the risk 
and burden of second primary malignancy among survivors of smoking-related cancers in the United States. Int J Can-
cer. 2019 Jul 1;145(1):143-153.  

 Bukatko AR, Patel PB, Kakarla V, Simpson MC, Adjei Boakye E, Patel SH, Stamatakis KA, Varvares MA, Osazuwa-Peters 
N. All-Cause 30-Day Mortality After Surgical Treatment for Head and Neck Squamous Cell Carcinoma in the United 
States. Am J Clin Oncol. 2019 Jul;42(7):596-601.  

 Desai PB, Bukatko AR, Simpson MC, Adjei Boakye E, Greenberg JW, Ward GM, Walker RJ, Antisdel JL, Osazuwa-Peters N. 
Comorbidity burden and nonclinical factors associated with sinonasal cancer all-cause mortality. Laryngoscope. 2019 
Aug 14. 

 Adjei Boakye E, Buchanan P, Hinyard L, Stamatakis K, Osazuwa-Peters N, Simpson MC, Schootman M, Piccirillo JF. Risk 
and outcomes for second primary human papillomavirus-related and -unrelated head and neck malignan-
cy. Laryngoscope. 2019 Aug;129(8):1828-1835.  

 Comer BT, Alfonso KP, Doyle EJ 3rd, Gallogly JA, Simpson MC, Antisdel JL. Analysis of Absorbable Hemostatic Packing 
Compared to Physiologic Hemostasis in Functional Endoscopic Sinus Surgery With or Without Septoplasty. Am J Rhinol 
Allergy. 2019 Sep;33(5):531-539. 

 Lindquist NR, Leach M, Simpson MC, Antisdel JL. Evaluating Simulator-Based Teaching Methods for Endoscopic Sinus 
Surgery. Ear Nose Throat J. 2019 Sep;98(8):490-495. 

 Pannu JS, Brinkmeier J, Childers A, Costa DJ. Postadenotonsillectomy Subcutaneous Emphysema. Ear Nose Throat J. 
2019 Sep 23:145561319872723. 

 Bray HN, Simpson MC, Zahirsha Z, Brinkmeier JV, Walen SG, Fosko S, Osazuwa-Peters N. Head and neck melanoma inci-
dence trends in the pediatric, adolescent, and young adult population of the United States and Canada, 1995-2014. JA-
MA Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2019 Oct 3.  

 Jumaily M, Faraji F, Osazuwa-Peters N, Walker RJ, Ward GM. Prognostic significance of surgical margins after transoral 
laser microsurgery for early-stage glottic squamous cell carcinoma. Oral Oncol. 2019 Oct;97:105-111. 

 Panth N, Barnes J, Sethi RKV, Varvares MA, Osazuwa-Peters N. Socioeconomic and Demographic Variation in Insurance 
Coverage Among Patients With Head and Neck Cancer After the Affordable Care Act. JAMA Otolaryngol Head Neck 
Surg. 2019 Oct 31.  

 Adjei Boakye E, Mohammed KA, Osazuwa-Peters N, Lee MJ, Slomer L, Emuze D, Jenkins WD. Palliative care knowledge, 
information sources, and beliefs: Results of a national survey of adults in the USA. Palliat Support Care. 2019 Oct 1;1-8. 
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 Panth N, Barnes J, Sethi RKV, Varvares MA, Osazuwa-Peters N. Socioeconomic and Demographic Variation in Insur-
ance Coverage Among Patients With Head and Neck Cancer After the Affordable Care Act. JAMA Otolaryngol Head 
Neck Surg. 2019 Oct 31.  
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 Rohde R, Brinkmeier JV, Costa DJ. Epidermoid cyst of the buccal space in a pediatric patient—a rare clinic report. Ear 

Nose Throat J. 2019 Nov 24:145561319890694. 
 
 Sappington JM. Hear Me Out: Cochlear Implantation Within an Increasingly Connected and Cosmopolitan World. Mo 

Med. 2019 Nov-Dec;116(6):466-468. 
 
 Adjei Boakye E, Zeng W, Governor S, Nagendra S, Tobo BB, Simpson MC, Osazuwa-Peters N. Differences in human 

papillomavirus (HPV) vaccine uptake by nativity status among men aged 18-34 years. Prev Med Rep. 2019 
Dec;16:101010.  

 
 Adjei Boakye E, Osazuwa-Peters N, Mohammed KA, Challapalli S, Buchanan P, Burroughs TE, Varvares MA. Prevalence 

and factors associated with diagnosed depression among hospitalized cancer patients with metastatic disease. Soc 
Psychiatry Psychiatr Epidemiol. 2020 Jan;55(1):15-23.  
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 Panth N, Simpson MC, Sethi RKV, Varvares MA, Osazuwa-Peters N. Insurance status, stage of presentation, and sur-

vival among female patients with head and neck cancer. Laryngoscope. 2020 Feb;130(2):385-391.  
 
 Adjei Boakye E, Osazuwa-Peters N, Chen B, Cai M, Tobo BB, Challapalli SD, Buchanan P, Piccirillo JF. Multilevel Associa-

tions Between Patient- and Hospital-Level Factors and In-Hospital Mortality Among Hospitalized Patients With Head 
and Neck Cancer. JAMA Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg. 2020 Mar 19.  

 
 Thompson-Harvey A, Yetukuri M, Hansen AR, Simpson MC, Adjei Boakye E, Varvares MA, Osazuwa-Peters N. Rising 

incidence of late-stage head and neck cancer in the United States. Cancer. 2020 Mar 1;126(5):1090-1101. 
 
 Barnes JM, Johnson KJ, Adjei Boakye E, Sethi RKV, Varvares MA, Osazuwa-Peters N. Impact of the Patient Protection 

and Affordable Care Act on cost-related medication underuse in nonelderly adult cancer survivors. Cancer. 2020 Jun 
15;126(12):2892-2899.  

 
 Brinkmeier JV, Thatcher, AL.  Pediatric Head and Neck Malignancies. Cummings Otolaryngology Head and Neck Surgery, 

7th edition.  Flint PW, et al. ed.  Philadelphia, Elsevier.  2019 (in press). 
 
 Mikulec AA, Isaiah A, Vakharia KT, Zafereo ME, Nguyen NK. Head & Neck Surgery and Audiolog: A Preparatory Review.  

In: Mitchell RB, Perieira KD, eds. Case Studies in Otorhinolaryngology. Columbus, OH: Anadem Publishing, Inc; 2019.  


