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NOTE: if the PHI used in your research is not under the jurisdiction of SLU or a SLU affiliate, 
you must comply with the policies of the Entity where the PHI will be obtained.

Decision Tree for HIPAA in SLU Research

Protected Health Information (PHI) = Health Information + Identifiers

Does your research involve health information about 
living participants or about deceased persons, 
regardless of how it will be collected (from intervention, 
interaction, chart review, and/or stored in databases or 
repositories)?

Will you be accessing, collecting, recording, or 
using heath information linked to personal 
identifiers (at any time)?  

Will the study involve the obtaining/recording of 
health information that can be linked to an 
individual directly or through a code that can be 
linked to a master list?

Research data is considered identifiable per 
HIPAA. Prepare and submit a HIPAA Authorization 
Form to use in your study or request a Waiver or 

Alteration in your IRB application.

Research involves health information without 
personal identifiers.  HIPAA does not apply.

Does your research only involve  
data/specimens from deceased persons?  

Complete the notification of decedent research 
form and submit to the IRB Office. An IRB 

Application is not required.

Does your study involve obtaining/recording 
health information with identifiers?

Research data is considered de-identified per 
HIPAA. Submit accordingly on IRB Application.

Is your research a chart review in which only 
limited identifers are recorded (age, individual 
dates (DOB, dates of service), and city, state, zip 
codes?

Research data is considered a limited dataset. An 
internal or external DUA should be included in IRB 

Application/materials.
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